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Tassion'  destined  to  make  movie 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP  and  local  reports) 
—  After  months  of 
versy  surround 
Passion  of  The 


It,  the  film  opened  as  a 
blockbuster  Feb.  25  and  has  crossed  over  the 
$1(X)  million  ticket  sales  fiireshold  that  will 
confirm  itsplace  in  movie  histt^. 

Only  Spiderman  and  The  Matrix 
Reloaded  drew  in  more  movies  goers  in  tire 
first  week  of  release,  and  industry  observers 
are  predicting  that  The  Passion  of  file  Christ 
could  gross  as  much  «is  $350  million. 

However,  more  significant  than  the  ticket 
sales  is  the  number  of  changed  lives  that 
emerged  on  the  first  day  alone  nron  the  3/XX)- 
plus  ttieaters  where  the  movie  premiered. 

Jeem  Gordon,  religion  reporter  for  The 
Clarion-Ledger  newspaper  in  Jackson, 
tallced  with  a  group  of  young  people  from 
Pinelake  Churai,  Brandon,  wno  saw  the 
movie  on  opening  night. 

"No  matter  how  macho  you  are,  you're 
goii^  to  cry,"  said  14-year-oId  Darren  Ross. 

"fu  never  read  the  Bible  again  witiiout 
having  memories  of  this,"  Virginia  Wood 
of  Madison  told  Gordon. 

In  Ma^land,  13-year-old  Michael 
McKoy  said  the  movie  about  the  last  12 

hours  of  Jesus'  life  has  caused  him  to  -  , 

reconsider  his  daily  behavior.  "There  are  dozen  more  shovyings  were  planned.  Tne 
some  days  when  I  wake  up  in  the  morning,  theater's  li^ts  quickfy  dimmed  as  the  Icon 
when  I  feel  like  I  do  not  Mve  file  time  to  Productions  loco  flashed  on  the  screen.  In  just 

pray,  to  read  the  Word  of  God,"  McKoy  moments,  without  any  previews  to  distract  .  l  rj 

said.  "While  I  have  read  the  Gospel  the  audience,  ttie  scene  of  Jesus  praying  in  the  pain,  he  said.  I  thought  t^yd 
accoimts  of  tt\e  passion,  seeing  it  portrayed  garden  captured  the  attention  ot  those  watch-  stop  beating  Him.  I  don  t  thiiu  an 
on  the  big  screen,  seeing  the  length  that  mg.  Soon  the  sound  erf  soft  sobbi^con^ieted  age  person  would  Iwve  held  m 
Jesus  was  willing  to  go  to  die  for  me,  witi\  the  sotmd  of  people  munching  popcorn,  would  have  expired,  but  Jesus  is  tt 
makes  it  imixiss^e  for  me  to  wake  up  in  Scane  brought  tissues  to  w^  away  tears,  and  of  God  and  He  chd  this  for  every! 
the  momiru?  and  feel  like  I  don't  have  time  some  ga^ied  audibly  as  Jesus  was  lashed.  sins,  so  it  had  to  be. 
to  read  the  Word  and  to  pray."  McIQssic  of  Corne 

In  Dallas,  27-year-olci  Lauren  Reagin  Church  in  Arlir^on,  Tex^, 
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Jesus,  as  portrayed  by  actor  James  Caviezel,  carries  the  ctok  after 


POWERFUL  SCENE  —  Jesus,  as  portrayed  by  actor  James  Caviezel,  cames  the  ctok  after 
being  flogged  by  Roman  guards  in  Mel  Gibson's  The  Passion  of  the  Christ  As  the  rtKivie  sur¬ 
passes  $1 00  million  in  ticket  sales  in  less  than  a  week  since  its  release,  Southern  Baptist  leaders 
have  endorsed  the  film  as  a  powerful  evangelistic  tool.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Icon  Distribution  Jnc.) 


Les  Fauth,  one  of  the  viewers  at  Regal 
Beaches,  said  the  violence  leading  up  to 
the  crucifixion  served  as  an  important 


and  quit  was  a  powerful  testimony  that 
will  ^ve  an  impact  on  her  outlcxik  for 
the  future.  "It  wasn't  Just  being  nailed  to 
the  cross,  it  was  all  of  it —  file  beatii^" 
she  said.  "I  Just  can't  imagine  Him  doing 
that.  As  a  believer,  I  get  a  little  persecu¬ 
tion  fiom  somebody  and  want  to  quit." 

&ott  Barkley  of  Canton,  Ga.,  took  note 
of  the  audience  reaction  as  he  watched 
the  film.  The  resurrection  scene  seemfed 
to  usher  in  a  holy  moment  of  sorts  for  flie 
crowd,"  he  recounted.  "Some  cheered. 
Some  clapped.  Most  sat  in  stunned 
silence.  Ttus  silence  could  have  been 
from  the  shock  of  having  seen  what  they 


imssions  specialist  tor  me  Baptist 
General  Convention  of  Oklahoma, 
said  he  made  a  point  to  observe  flie 


What's  in  the 
Reoobd 


reactions  of  fliose  around  him  in  the 
flieater.  "I  think  the  people  that  it  is 


Record 


shout  or  two  of  Thank  you,  Jesus!  came 
from  tihe  crowd  as  others  disoissed  what 
fliey  had  Just  seen  and  still  others 
invitations  to  accept  Jesus,  was  obvious 
that  this  film  had  a  profound  effect  on  tiie 

crowd,"  Baridey  said.  "One  person  com-  ON  LOCATION  —  Reviewer  Holly  McCluw 
mented  they  had  never  been  punched  in  (right)  visits  with  actor/director  Mel  Gibson  on  the 
the  face  anci  gut  by  a  movie  imtil  then."  set  in  Rome  where  he  filmed  The  Passion  focusinj 
At  the  Beaches  tiieater  in  primarily  on  the  hours  leading  up  to  Christ's  cru 

Jacksonville,  Fla.,  the  first  showing  of  The  cifixion.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Holly  McClure) 


I  Lessons 


Sunday 


Baptist  Chiy|en's  Village 


Editor's 

Notebook 


the  business,  Mel  knows  we've  had  a  hunger  for  stories  mat 
given  ourselves  ttie  exclusive  right  depict  pec^le  as  noble  and 
to  determine  the  moral  standards  to  moral,  even  self-sacrifidrig. 
this  country.  He  acts  as  if  he  doesn't  Look  at  tiie  success  of  tife 
oxnprel^nd  that  we  decide  whettier  Star  Wars  movies,  the  main 
a  movie  gets  made  or  not."  characters  of  which  exhibit 

"That^  die  part  that  really  gets  unshakable  courage,  charac^- 
me,"  said  ttie  producer,  "and  besides  ter,  and  devotion  to  duty 
diat,  he  didn't  ask  us  for  one  penny  to  and  friends.  Doesn't  that  tell 
6na^  foe  movie  —  like  we  wc^  you  anything?  Nary  a  curse 
have  given  it  to  him  anyww.  He  went  wcad  in  foose  movies,  and 
out  on  a  limb  and  spent  $50  million  of  no  sex  at  alL  Yet  on  foe  20fo 
his  own  m(xi^  to  production  and  ’  anniversary  re-release  of  A 
promotion.  Hte4  got  some  nerve!"  New  Hope,  foe  firet  Star 
"He  even  foi^  an  independent  Wars  <  ’  ' 

cm^iany  to  take  the  movie  the  final  stro  into  aro 
theaters,"  said  foe  big-time  movie  distiimito.  "Tf 
"He  went  around  u^  are  we  si^iposed  Rings 
to  contrd  w^t  Americans  see  in  movies  if  install 
we  can't  even  keep  a  retigious  movie  like  this  Aware 
one  out  of  theaters?"  he  asked  his  soulmates,  to  groi 
"I  don't  get  it"  said  tiNe  movie  critic,  "the  the  ne 
people  arent  listening  to  us.  This  movie  even  hintoi 
set  foe  aD-time  recora  to  c^iening  on  more  the  hi 
screens  tiiat  any  otiier  movie  ever  made,  devoti 
We've  panned  it  viciously  arvd  used  evoy  startir 
conceivable  personal  shir  against  Mel  —  W  The 
Minutes'  Andy  Rocmey  even  called  Mel  a  immediate  howls  of  bui 
'wacko'  on  national  televirion  —  and  yet  tury  are  you  from?"  t 
people  floci^  by  tiie  hundreds  of  tiiousands  asked  derisively.  "You're 
to  see  it  on  opening  ni^t  Drm't  all  tiiose  *■ 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


or  hours  to  get  a  ticket,  there  are  no  longer 
for  the  Lord  of  the  courage  and  character 
Return  of  the  King  truth.  We  make  it  up 
won  11  Academy  by  film.  You're  joking, 
lie  three  films  are  set  When  the  Hollywi 
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On  that  last  point,  all  were  in  agreement, 


unwashed  cretins  out  tKae  in  flyover  coun-  and  'Love  thy  neighbor.'  In  our  worli 
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sexuality  and  immoral.  Societies 
that  had  sancticHied  some  form 
of  homosexualiW  —  like  tiie  ped¬ 
erasty  practicea  by  the  ancient 
Greek  elites  —  were  understood 
to  be  morally  corrupt  and  com¬ 
promised,  but  now  Rosie  and 
company  intend  to  put  morality 
on  its  head.  Now,  nomosexual 
bdiaviors  are  not  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  immoral 


Guest  Opinion 


/m/#know  Rorie  CYDon- 
JL  T  .Xnell  as  a  comedienne, 
biit  tiiere's  notiiing  remotely 
funny  about  her  tirade  against 
Present  Bush  and  her  crusade 
for  gay  marriage.  Just  two  days 
after  m  president  called  for  a 
constitutional  amendment  to 
dribnd  marriage  as  a  union  of  a 
man  and  a  woman,  CYDonndl 
and  her  lesbian  partner  were 
"married”  in  San  Francisco. 

The  day  started  with 
O'Donnell's  ^pearance  on 
ABCs  Good  Morning  America 
morning  show.  Launaiing  into  a 
verbal  assault,  she  said  tito  presr 
ident's  Fd>.  24  aimouncement 
represented  "tiie  most  vile  and 
hateto  wmds  ever  ^x^cen  by  a 
sitting  president"  Furthermore, 

O'Donnell  said  she  "would  like  really  did.  Y/e  got  i 
to  tell  Laura  Bush  ar.d  her  hus-  OTtomell  said.  Acce 
band  I  find  ^  proposed  tiie  Toronto  Star,  tiie 
amendment  very,  very,  very,  was  filled  wifo  tiiose 
very  shocking  raid  immo^"  "to  catch  a  glimpse  of 
According  to  Fox  News,  famous  couple  to  be 
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Turning  morality 
on  its  head 

By  R.  Albert  Mohler,  president 
Southern  Seminary  —  Louisville,  Ky. 
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Instead,  any 
lition  to  the  normalization 
id  celebration  of  homosexuali- 

_ _  _  is  "immoral."  Left  has  become 

long  opposed  governmental  nght,  and  right  has  become  left, 
recognition  of  same-gender  you  see. 

marmges,"  Clinton  said  —  but  Rhetoric  is  a  weapon  of 
Clinton,  who  supported  the  political  warfare  as  well  as  a 
homosexual  rights  movement  means  of  communication, 
in  otiier  respects,  was  spared  Rosie  knew  exactly  what  she 
O'Donnell's  ue.  was  doing,  and  she  performed 

Perhaps  tiie  most  significant  well.  She  posed  as  the  new 
aspect  of  O'Donnell's  attack  on  Mother  Superior  of  postmod- 
Piesident  Bush  was  her  state-  em  morau^,  stanaing  the 
ment  tiiat  his  call  to  a  constitu-  Judeo-Chrisban  tradition  on  its 
ticmal  amendment  in  defense  of  head  and  describing  the  moral 
marriage  was  "immond."  Her  omvictions  held  by  foe  vast 
use  of  tiiat  wcml  is  most  inter-  majority  of  human  beings  as 
esting  and  worfoy  of  attention,  "vue  and  hateful." 
to  it  reveals  tiie  rnetorical  strat-  She's  really  counting  on 

egy  of  tiie  homosexual  activists  Americans  to  get  over  the 
and  ^  inverted  morality  that  shock  of  homosexual  marriage, 
now  shapes  tiieir  worldvim.  Where's  tiie  outrage? 

Throughout  human  history,  - ; - 

across  generations  and  across  Adapted  by  Baptist  Press 

cultures,  homosexuality  has  from  Mohler 's  weblog  on 
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^roll's  discovery  of  'utmost  importance' 


Jerusalem.  The  structure  of  the  the  Lord  in  the  Hebrew  Bible." 
tomb  was  of  interest  to  Barkay  Until  this  time  no  mscrip- 
because  it  dated  to  the  First  tions  with  the  name  of  God  had 
Temple  period,  but  it  appeared  been  found  in  Jerusalem. 

I  that  over  centuries  The  larger  of  the  two  scrolls 
looters  had  taken  all  was  only  about  three  inches 
the  artifacts.  The  long  when  it  was  vinrolled. 
tomb  had  last  been  The  smaller  one  was  just  over 
used  for  storing  two  inches  long.  Baricay  said 
Turkish  amw  rifles  the  thin  fragile  silver  of  each 
during  the  Ottoman  scroll  was  etched  with  19  lines 
period.  of  tiny,  Hebrew  script.  It  was 

However,  Barkay  years  before  researcners  real- 
aiKl  his  team  discov-  ized  that  the  inscription  was 
ei4d  that  some  arti-  an  almost  exact  representa- 
facts  had  been  pre-  tion  of  the  priestly  blessing 
served  in  a  bone  found  in  Numbers, 
repositoty  in  the  Careful  study  revealed  that 
tomb.  WlWn  a  family  the  Hebrew  cnaracters  used 
member  died,  he  or  were  distinctive  of  the  7th 
she  was  plac^  on  a  centuty  B.C. 
burial  bench  in  the  In  English  the  verses  read: 
tonnb  along  with  per-  "The  LORD  bless  you  and  keep 
sonal  items  such  as  you;  'The  LORD  make  His  face 
vases  and  jewelry,  shine  upon  you.  And  be  gra- 
Barkay  explained,  cious  to  you;  The  LORD  lift  up 
After  ttie  dead  body  His  countenance  uoon  you, 
decayed,  the  bones  And  give  you  peace.'* 

V^ere  collected  and  *  - 

placed  in  a  bone 
ilhouette)  repository  located  in  a 
L.  tuces  during  a  trip  to  shows  a  picture  of  how  one  of  the  silver  scrolls  septate  area  of  the  ^ 

^tjsnenoA.  His  was  the  looked  shortly  after  it  was  removed  from  the  tomb  tomb.  The  pr^ce  is 

inaugural  lecture  at  Ketef  Hinnom.  (BP  photo  by  Gary  D.  Myers)  referred  to  m  ttie  Old  I 

'  bffei^  the  semi- - ^ - Testament  as  temg  ^ 

nary's  new  Center  for  engaging  lecturer.  I  wanted  "gatiiered  unto  his  fathers. 

Ai^eological  Research.  our  stud^ts  to  be  exposed  to  At  some  point  a  layer  of  the  The  find  is  simuQcant 

,  Steven  oi^,  assistant  pro-  one  of  tfie  top  scholars  in  the  repository's  ceiling  broke  lose  b^au^  it  helps  estabbsh  toe 

feasor  of  archaeology  and  oib-  field  of  biblical  archaeology.  and  covered  the  collected  bones  historicity  and  the  age  of  Old 

lical  studies  and  director  of  "The  importance  of  the  Kj^f  and  personal  items.  Barkay  smd  Testament  script^.  In  toe  late 
the  Center  for  Archaeological  HiruKxn  inscripticms  tends  to  that  the  piece  of  ceiling  1800s  German  higher  critics 
■  Research  at  NOBTS,  served  as  be  overlooked  among  students  appeared  to  be  nothing  more  began  qu^boning  toe  date  toe 
field  archaeologist  at  the  and  pastofs,"  Ortiz  said.  "These  than  toe  rroository  floor.  An  Pentateuch  (tlw  first  five  books 
Ketef  Hirmom  site  where  the  scrolls  are  significant  for  toe  Israeli  schoolboy  helping  clean  of  the  Old  Testament)  was 
scrolls  were  found.  When  dating  of  the  CM  Testament,  toe  repository  during  excava-  composed  in  written  form. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  —  Asking  Barkay  to  deUver 
While  excavating  a  burial  tomb  the  center's  first  lecture  was 
near  Jen^alem  in  1979,  Gabriel  an  easy  decision,  Ortiz  said. 
Barkay  tmcovered  toe  oldest  "He  is  an  excellent  and 
known  copy  of 
Testament  scripture. 


The  priestly  blessing, 
reoraded  in  Numbers 
6:24-26,  was  discov¬ 
ered  on  two  small  sil¬ 
ver  strolls  dated  to  the 
Tttt  oenfauy  B.C. 

“  *This  was, a  discov- 
^  of  utmost  imptx'- 
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In  response  to  increased  calls  from  churches  in  regions  where  am¬ 
bling  has  been  legalized.  Southern  Baptist  ministers  gatoer  in  Afianta 
for  a  "think  tank"  to  formulate  a  strategy  for  training  and  awareness 
of  legalized  gambling  for  churches  across  the  convention. 


During  "Christival:  A  Fesdvat  of  Hope"  at  Mississippi  State  IMvcnity 
(MSU)  in  Staricville,  39  people  aocqit  Jraus  as  Savior  jmd  more  tfian  200 
rededicated  their  lives  to  Him.  The  event  was  sponsored  by  the  MSU 
Baptist  Student  Union,  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ,  and  Navigators. 


According  to  J.  N.  Barnette  of  the  Baptist  Stmday  School  Board  in 
Nashville,  "We  are  calling  upon  the  churches  to  join  in  a  neat,  ututed 
effort  now  to  locate  arui  enroll  thousands  and  tens  of  mousands  of 
babies  in  the  Sunday  School  through  the  cradle  roll.  Here  is  a  ready 
opporturuty  to  complete  our  job  of  eruoUmg  a  million  more  in  '54." 
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Gay  Marriage? 


reject  the  tempta-  2.  Stay  with  the  Biblical 
tions  and  teaching!  1  have  read  and  lis- 
appeais  that  tened  over  the  years  as  this 
come,  but  topic  has  moved,  in  every 
instead  he  choos-  direction  of  discossfbn  from 
es  to  do  what  he  sociological  influences,  to 
chooses  to  do.  biological  genetic  prints,  and 
1  certainly  to  emotional  puUs  that  drag 
iinderstaiul  that  people  into  it.  Ybii  will  never 
the  lo^  to  homo-  go  wrong  by  staying  right 
sexuality  is  not  and  string  right  is  anchored 
caie  sm^^  path-  to  the  Word  of  God.  Jesus  is 
way  and  that  there  are  so  many  the  answer! 
oon^dicating  factors  that  enter  into 

®  pason's  development  Jesus  is  the  answer  for  all 
Soonetunestt^^  involved  in  the  of  our  troubled  sin  needs  and 
wrong  relationships  because  of  we  need  to  stay  focused  on 
experimentation  or  beir^  fxeyed  Him,  not  just  the  problem! 
imon  by  someone  who  takes  Jesus  can  meet  the  need  of 


Permissiveness  related  to  accept  reality, 
homosexuality  is,  from  a  histor-  TWenty  years 
ical  standpoint,  one  of  ttie  indi-  **  ago,  possibly 
cators  of  deep  moral  decline,  even  ten  years 
For  the  student  of  dre  Bible,  the  ago,  no  one 
example  of  Sodom  and  would  have 
Gomorrah  immediately  comes  ever  thought 
to  rrund.  Yet,  tire  same  issues  of  such  a  thing, 
decay  can  be  found  in  the  latter  much  less  have 
stages  of  many  other  great 
cities,  countries,  or  civuiza- 
tions.  When  the  baimer  of 
homosexual 

begins  to  wave  over  a  peoi 
HuiMty-Dumpty  has  fallen 

What  does  me  Bible  say 
about  homosexuality?  Plainly 
and  unmistakably  it  teaches  to 
avoid  such  lifestyle  and  prac¬ 
tice.  Not  long  ago,  I  heard  ah 
advcKate  of  the  homosexual 
lifestyle  explaiiung  that  what 
tile  Bible  means  mere  is,  "Do 
riot  enter  into  that  kind  of  rela¬ 
tionship  without  sincere  love." 

The  only  problem  with  that 
interpretation  is  that  the  Bible  call  it 
never  says  anything  like  that!  is  luc 

Now,  what  does  the  Bible  like  i 
say  about  gay  marriages?  Well,  years 
in  fact,  it  says  nothing.  It  has  In 
prohibitions  against  homosex-  2004, 
ual  relationships  which,  if  that  Bush 
be  true,  there  could  never  be  a  Cong 
continuing  relationship  called  ratity 
gay,  or  homosexual,  or  lesbian  Amer 
marriage.  Marriage  is  an  insti-  riage 
tution  ordained  by  God  man 

between  a  man  and  a  woman,  with  i 
It  was  created,  implemented,  propc 

and  blessed  by  God  Almighty,  it  is  ir 

It  was  not  an  inger^us  that 

fought  of  man.  It  was  not  an  Congress,  or  states,  or  any- 
instityte  of  the  state.  It  is  a  body  else  ratifies  this  amend- 

relationshm  given  to  us  by  ment,  it  does  not  change 

God  and  does  not  exist  apart  Biblical  truth!  God  designed 

from  the  author' and  has  no  -  ’  .  .  - 

meaning  outside  the  bound¬ 
aries  in  which  it  was  designed. 

W^e  tile  homosexual  com¬ 
munity  would  like  to  continue 
develc^ing  a  theme  tiiat  this  is 
nothing  more  than  anotiier  sex¬ 
ual  form  that  fits  their  personal 
preference  and  that  marriage  is 
a  normal  extension  of  that  rela¬ 
tionship  -  such  is  not  the  case! 

It  is  aonormal,  unscriptural, 
imnatural  behavior,  and  out¬ 
side  tile  boimds  of  God's  plan. 

We  have  heard  so  much  about 
it  and  read  and  talked  about  it  so 
mucdi  that  we  use  the  term  "Gay 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convoition  Board 


become  accus- 

tomed  to  it  being  a  part  of  our  There  is  no  statute  on  tiie 
society.  Yet,  the  trutii  is  tiiat  it  is  books  that  says  that  Jesus 
^miscmty  s^  so  strange  when  you  think  Christ  is  the  Son  of  God,  the 
__  1-  1  .  wanting  to  have  a  Savior  of  the  world  —  but  He 

is!  Even  if  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  were  to 
vote  9  to  0  that  He  is  not,  or  that 
God  does  not  exist,  or  that 
Heaven  or  Hell  are  not  real,  it 
would  make  no  difference 
whatever  as  to  the  reality! 

As  with  most  of  tiie  prohibi¬ 
tions  in  Scripture,  this  one  is  not 
just  given  m  an  effort  to  k^ 
people  from  entering  into  a 


»le,  abouta  person 

rdationship  like  tiiatT  What  if 
SOTiewie  went  to  get  their  mar¬ 
riage  license  in  order  to  marry 
their  loving  and  Icmg-time  com- 
panimi  —  a  German  Sitpherd? 

Now,  we  would  think  that 
weird,  for  it  certainly  is!  And 
then,  what  if  some  lady  fell  in 
love  with  her  Persian  cat  eind 
wanted  to  consummate  their 

relationship  that  would  have  _ _ 

sodal  and  eccmomic  benefits  and  meaningful  relationship  or  from  they  engage  in  the  ac 
marriage?  If  you  thir^  t^t  having  enjoyment  in  life.  No,  become  posses^  by 
fi^us,  you  are  tiiinking  God  loiows  that  it  is  potentially  know  it  happens  in  virti 
rolks  thought  just  a  few  harmful  to  the  individuals  who  other  area  of  fleshly  pu 
ago  about  gay  marriage!  pursue  the  practice.  I  have  this  one,  like  others,"^  I 
the  last  week  in  Februaiy,  known  and  have  talked  witii  by  the  grace  of  God. 

President  George  W.  people  who  say,  "Do  you  think  I  So,  what  can  be  do: 
made  a  proposal  that  the  chose  to  be  tfiis  way?"  Others  go  would  be  a  Christian 
ress  pass  and  the  states  so  far  as  to  say  that  God  made 
the  Constitutional  tiiem  tiie  way  mey  are  and  imply 
idment  that  defines  mar-  tiiat  it  is  not  a  choice, 
as  "a  umon  between  a  W  course,  the  homosexual 
and  a  woman."  I  agree  lifestyle  is  a  choice.  It  is  a  choice 
the  principle  that  is  being  you  can  avoid.  Look  at  it  this 
•sea,  but  I  also  think  that  way.  What  if  a  man  i$  married 
kiportant  to  keep  in  mind  ana  has  several  affeirs  going  on 
whether  or  not  the  on  tiie  side  and  is  open  to  any 

one-ni^t-stand  that  comes 
along  and  is  free  and  promiscu¬ 
ous  m  his  sexual  life?  What  if  he 
says,  "Do  you  tiiink  I  choose  to 
be  this  way?  No,  Gcxl  made  me 

„  -  -  the  way  that  I  am  with  the 

wife,  and  gives  guidance  for  appetites  that  I  have!"  Therefore, 
its  clear  protection  so  that  with  he  pursues  multiple  relation- 
or  without  a  Constitutional  ships.  Is  it  a  choicer  Ab^lutely! 

Amendment  those  things  will  He  could  choose  to  be  feithful  to 
remain  unchanged.  his  wife.  He  could  choose  to 


Jesus  can  meet  the  need  of 
the  alcoholic,  the  atheist,  and 
the  angry  soul.  He  brings 
freedom  to  the  person  _m 
bondage  ,  to  adcnction^. /Or 
affliction.  He  can  c^ure^ur 
sins  and  our  sickness*^'  miir 
sorrows,  and  our  souFtj^9. 
God,  through  Jesus  Cluistfils 
Son,  has  an  answer  for  tire 
precious  soul  that  has  gotten 
lost  in  the  weird  web  that 
spears  to  be  love  but  is  only 
defiant  behavior.  — 


1.  Intentionally  and 
earnestly  pray!  Pray  for  those 
who  are  involved  in  that 
lifestyle.  Pray  for  those  who 
would  be  attracted  to  it.  Pray 
for  the  parents  whose  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  entrapped  in 
it.  Pray  for  churches  that  have 
been  hurt  by  it.  Pray! 


LEADS  THE  NATION  IN  HI 


RESOLUTION 


More  than  50%  of  Mississippi  deaths 

related  to  heart  disease  occur  in  women.  ▼ 

For  many  womeaa  first  heart  attack  is  fetai  because 
symptoms  and  risk  factors  went  without  attention. 

More  fHghteningly,  only  8%  of  women  even  realize  ti 
heart  disease  is  a  significant  health  risk  to  women. 

Cal  1-80CK948-6262  or 948-6262  for  your  S25  Hm 


We,  as  members  of  New  Home  Baptist  Church  of 
Smith  County,  Mississippi,  do  hereby  resolve  by  the 
authority  of  Cod's  Holy  Word,  that  we  without  any 
reservation  oppose  the  concept  of  legal  mamage 
between  persons  of  the  same  sex. 


We  furthermore  resolve  to  aid  financially  any 
legitimate  Southern  Baptist  effort  relevant  to  this  issue. 


We  furthermore  resolve  to  proclaim  our  opposition 
publicly  and  politically  by  publishing  this  Resolution  in 
The  Baptist  Record,  and  by  sending  copies  to  Senator 
Thad  Cochran,  Senator  Trent  Lott;  Representative 
Chip  Pickering;  Senator  Billy  Thames,  and 
Representative  Bo  Eaton. 


aiwounoHMnt  it  rattier  an  a<hr  to  mO 
nor  a  aoUdtatlcn  o<  an  ffe  to  bti)i  All  oAhs 
art  mada  bjr  pityactua  oAy 

mimniiimnnTciin 

5«08-ABdl*AaiullloTX  79109  I 
Maabar  NASD,  SVC 


vawwjnbhs.org 


This  resolution  was  submitted  and  approved  by 
New  Home  Baptist  Church  of  Smith  County, 
Mississippi  on  December  3,  2003. 


to  a»allaMlty. 


Rev.  Ron  Swindall,  Ristor 
Cary  D.  Stringer,  Clerk 


The  Baptist  Rbcord 


March^4,  2p04ij 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what 


our  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


March  4,  2004 


HouseTopf  is  a  Baptist  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  ConwiiiWcation  Services. 


"With 

Gladness  & 
Sinqieness  of 
Heart" 

(Acts^  H6  tUV) 


Preaching  from  the  New  Testament 

Featured  Presenters 

Ken  Hemphill  -  ^  ^ 

Ken  Hen^hill  is  National  Strategist  ior  Empowering  Kingdom  Growth  of  ttie  Southern 
Baptist  Convention.  He  is  author  of  RevitaliMng  the  Surt^ay  Morning  Dinosaur.  The 


Singles  Roily 

atureby.  March  27 


Meridian 

;onfereiK^  food^  music 
and  mudi,  much  more 


Cost:  $5  mabh  at  the 


numerous  odiers.  A  fre¬ 


quent  contributor  to  articles  and  duq^ters  in  collections  of  other  religious  resources,  he 
is  also  a  nationally  known  l^ecturer. 


For  more  infofmsdion  contact 
Mitzfeat  601-681-6860  or 
mitiie17t20aol.com 


Blake  Scafidel 


Blake  Scahdel  has  been  in  full-time  music  ministry  for  15  years  and  is  currently  serving 
as  the  minister  of  music  and  youth  at  FBC,  Bude.  He  and  his  wife  Carrene  have  been 
married  14  years.  They  have  three  diUdren,  and  cmi^  dog. 


UXTMIOUSC 

Friday^  April  30  * 
Immamiel  BC 

CrMiville 

Straight  X  Building 
6:30 -9:00  p.m.  • 

MUSIC  Stacy  Andrews,/ 
minister  of 

College  &  20  Somethings 
Ridgecrest  BC,  Madison 


REGISTRATION  FORM 
PLEACHING  &  WORSHIP  CONFERENCE 
_ Southaven  _ Brookhavoi 


.Positiem 
_ Zip. 


Address _ 

Phone  ( _ ), 

E-mail:^ _ 


Please  complete  form  and  mail  to: 

Pastor/Leadership  Development  Dept.,  MBCB, 

P.O.  Box  530  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530;  or  fax  (601-714-7426); 

or  E-mail  information  to:  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org  by  April  23,  so  that  we  might  prepare  materials. 

Call  601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305,  for  more  information. 


^5uper5umme^ 


I  S  S  I 


S  I  P  P  I 


|uly  12-16,  2004 

featuring 

What  is 

Super  mM  ■■ 

StUmilCr?  FtedD.Lyndi  Chris  Davis 

Wonhip  Leader  Mnak  Leader 

Super  Summer  is: 

•  twenty  hours  of  disdpleship/ 
evangelism  training 

•  a  we^  of  challenge  for  students  to  learn 
how  to  "penetrate  their  culture" 

•  creative/  interactive  and  incredible 

•  a  "don't  miss"  opportunity 

.  •  leadership ...  envisioning  how  your 
choices  and  actions  today  may  influence 
you  tomorrow 


Guidfline'  tor  all  'tiident^ 


CoaplelBd  katiieMigmfe  in  20^but  not  yd  in  cnOe^ 


Fleueghe  to  yoor  yooii 


If  you  have  any  questiona  about  tiiese  guidelines,  please 
give  us  a  catt^  we  vrill  try  to  help  you  in  any  way 
tiutweean.  Super  Summer  is  an  incredible  experience 
andtoewanttodoaUwecantokeep^wtstaidard 
These  guiddines  help  in  many  ways.  Thanksfor  \ 


to  REQUBT  A  RECKTRATION  PACKH 


Cinasatl-WO‘741’1651,0(t283/Or  E^tsatiedwaidsdinbcb^ 


ChiircJi 

Facilities 


■  .\i.?'v/;  :d,  " 

■  j.v:  -  ^  p.'';. 

FJunrh 

/ ")  >  /  1 1 i'pilijuii  Caham 
Fiiylxicaii 

\  hiilisiai,  Mississij^ia 


Faniisiiings 


Workshop 


i\  \  ’  I ' 


BIBLE  DRILL  CAMP 

August  5-7, 2004 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

For  All  children  who  have  completed  grades  3-6  (Bible 
Drill  Camp  is  open  to  any  churdi  group  whether  they 
have  Bible  Drill  at  their  church  or  not.) 

Cost:  $90  •  Registration:  1*30  pan.,  Thursday,  August  5 


For  more  information  about  the  camp  program 
contact  Don  Hicks,  camp  pastor,  at  601-292-3287 
in  Jackson  or  1-800-748-1651,  or  by  E-mail  at 
dhicks@mbcb.org.  For  information  about 
reservations  or  the  retreat  center  contact  Jim  Ray, 
retreat  manager,  at  662-289-9730  or  by 
,  E-mail  at  jray@mbcb.org. 


Camp  Activities 
include:  ) 

f 

Bible  study  ' 
Scripture  memorization 
Bible  skills 
Worship  ' 
lime  with  missionaries 
Flag  ceremonies  I 
Swimming  ^ 
Canoeing 
Horseback  riding 
Rifle  range  (safety  and 
marksmanship) 


Lu  OUTREACH 


TEAMS 

THAT  WIN 


i 

if 


\pril  1‘),  JlDiM 
^0  p.in. 

'pia’-  Spriivas  i)ri\t  H( 


nil  sl  )\\ 
April  20  2()(M 

■’  M-S:  >■)  p  in. 


Outreach  Teams 
That  Win:  G.R.O.W. 


^  No  prereg  stration  req  .ired 

No  cost  .for  the  conference 
No  child  care  provided' 

l.iliAWn  Bonksidrc  maii  rials 
will  he  available  lur  purt  base. 


Protecting  the  Church  and  the 
Privacy  of  Church  Members 


The  Christian  Action  Commission  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
cordially  invites  pastors,  staff,  and 
concerned  laypeople  to  this  seminar 
on  March  30, 2004, 10  a,m.-nootL 


Attoimy  and  minuter  Jeff  Rimes  of  Maible/and  Hmst 

law  fhm  will  be  leading  the  seminar.  Jeff  also  is  pieadent  of  a 

ncm-piofit  legal  consulting  group  called  lienckring  Mnustries** 

that  offers  its  services  to  diurdies  at  free  or  reduced  chaiges. 

The  seminar  will  focus  on  the  effect  privacy  laws  such  as  the 
Healdi  Insurance  Portability  and  Accountability  Act 
(HXRA.A.)  will  have  on  diurdies  and  how  chinches  can  avoid 
lawsuits  related  to  the  privacy  of  their  membefs. 

The  seminar  will  begin  at  10  ajh.  in  the  chapel  of  the  B^iCist 
Building  and  will  end  at  noon. 

OmiactRttaWoodatrwoodQi^jrrgorl-^74S-16Sl  (tadfnemMm.)^ 

or  601-292-3329  bjfFrklaif,Mardi  is,  yjfoupLmio attend.  '■''^’4^^ 


a  D 


The  Many.  Hats.  Wc  Wear 


[UlOj 


iMigiirMBii.BaiBiiSaSa>E 


i-ti'..  !■  .A**. -^13 A  ^ 


^  D 


'TiiAyini  a* 

^Qci>  has  orhaineh  that  the  ffoWer  to  change  things,  to  restrain  evtf,  to  calm 
human  hatred,  anh  to  heal  the  World's  Wounls.  is  released  the  of 

fiis  people. "  'M^esle^  X.  ^uey/el 

Nr.(1)S««M«ftaMrlw  I  Ittali^aiwfirMiHiinrai  I  Nr (1) Am 6 FXXCU5.  I  Bie Fnnrftr’OMf fm a*i  f  AlteMkimmimMi 


Mb  (CM):  (2) 
Adeem  Com 
CetcyCaicM 
S<h-7lhOM 
Service  Cor# 


forC^tocAHoiil 


March  5  - 18,  2004 


Prayer  Minkiry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1^^800-787-7729  (PRAY) 


rsT/ 


1^ 


1-89  MR.  BRYAN  ILHOLYFIELD  '  ^ 

1 

Parents:  Michael  &  Patricia^' '  ^iv  . 

Church  Planting:  Centred  &  Eastern  Eun^  >. 

.*  > 

10-83  MISS  KIMBERLY  J.raE  ARON  ^ 

Parents:  Thomas  &  Bonnie  /* 

Student  Evangelism:  Western  Europe  - 

•  ( 

r  ■ 

-  '  ti  1 

11-92  MR. ANDREWS. BRASWELL  .  , 

(  liilfi  •-  It  ! !ii- 

Parents:  Larry  &  Alicia  ^ 

;(ii  i 

General  Evangelism:  Eastern  South  Africa 

pjrnil  V  i  .nin 

•  '"tsr--. 

\11U  r; 

/ 16-96  MR.MICAHJ.PEAax:K  v  | 

Mi'W  .11  fish';:  !  >-  Ml. 

Parents:  Kevin  &  Brenda  ^  ^ 

IM  )  |’.<:v  hf 

Theological  Education:  Middle  America  X  ;  ' 

.lat  ivsnii  M's  h;,’()5 

20-88  MR.  JOHN  R.  MCCALL  y  ^ 

.  *  ’ 

Parents:  Dennis  &  Margaret 

^  PLEASENOTE 

Agriculture:  Eastern  Africa 

<3hurch  members  may  send  a 

package  of  cards  altogether; 

24-91  MISS  LAURA  M.  PURL 

cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent 

Parents:  John  &  Amy 

Business  Management:  West  Africa 

individually  to  Stewardship. 

Daywind 


Mount  Olive,  Smithdale: 


Johnny  Rakestraw,  Bruce 
Crockett,  Seth  Kirkland,  guest 
na  speakers;  Gary  LinvUle, 
pastor. 

First  Church,  Calhoun 
City,  called  David  C  Ihten 
^Bjis  pastor  effective  February 
15.  Tuten  comes  from  New 
HH  Salem  Church,  New  Site, 
^■Ala.  He  attended  Carson- 
Newman  College  and 
Southwestern  Semmary. 

lAfest  Corinth*  Church, 
Corindv  called  Harold  G. 
as  pastor.  Ffe  was  dected 
Fdmiary^  King  and  his  family 


Pub-  Revival  Mar.  14-17;  Simday,  11 
has  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m.;  Mon.-WW., 
iinced  7  p.m.;  Argik  Smitfi,  NOBTS, 
litionof  guest  preacher;  Steve  Bishop, 
emonis  music;  Joey  Barnard,  pastor, 
oster  of 

e  r  s  .  The  Mississippi  College 
o  n  i  s  Department  of  Art  presents 
t\  d  e  d  the  annual  Senior  Exhibit  II,  A 
a  r  y  Road  Less  Traveled,  in  Gore 
ywtn.  Galley,  Ayen  Fine  Arts 
'  multi- 


a.m.-2  p.m.  Admission  is  free,  at  11  a.m.  Lunch  will  follow 

The  County 

Association  goal 
Lottie  Moon  offering 
$55,000.  From 
December  1-February  19  a 
$56,465.27  was 
given,  not  including  $1,203 
to  the  associa- 
tion.  The  total  gifts  to  Lottie 
Moon  in  the  past  25  seasons 

I  $1,001,807.68.  Grady 

CroweU  is  the  AMD.  Bass,  pasSTandiyl^ 

Calvary  Church,  New  Ruben  Williams  was  recent- 
Augusta,  will  hold  the  ly  licensed  to  the  ministry  by 
Turner  Memorial  Day  ser-  McCarley  Church,  McCarley. 
vice  Math  14.  B^g  a  cov-  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Rupert 
.  ered  dish.  A  praise  service  Ingram,  pastor,  Williams,  and 
■  will  follow  lunch.  Steven  David  O'Bryan. 


Lemonls 

Call 

Church,  Greenville,  as  a  ^ _  _ , 

He  served  at  Gamari  Road  Buildine,  featurine 
Church,  Greenville,  Atcola  ®  ® 

Church,  Areola,  and 
Macedonia  Churclv 

Brookhaven.  Lemtxnis'  new 
recording  is  entitled  The 
Power  and  The  Grace. 

First  Church,  Waveland, 
exceeded  the  goal  of  $700 
for  Lottie  Moon.  The  total 
given  was  $885. 

Moorhead,  Moorhead: 

Revival  Mar.  7-10;  Sunday, 

11  a.m.  and  6:30  p.m. 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Kane 
Creel,  evangelist;  Rob 
Haney,  music;  Larry 
Haggard,  pastor. 


Cairo  Church,  Ecru,  recently 
added  two  deacons  to  deacon 

body.  Sam  Anderson 
^^^Hwas  ordained  January 
^^^H18  and  David  Morgan 


was  put  on  the  active 
list  Hetured  (ftom  left) 
are  ^  Bill  Dowdy, 
Anderson,  and  Morgan. 

Locust  Hill  Church, 
Pontotoc  County,  lias 
called  Matt  Tyre  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Tyre  and 


Ingram,  pastor;  Williams,  &  O.  Bryan 


Cleansing,  a  wcanen^ 
a  work.  The  opening  conference,  March  6. 
tion  will  be  held  March  Registration  begins  at^^^H 
om  2-4  p.m.  The  show  8:30  ajn.  The  cost  is  $15. 

March  2^April  18.  The  F^ge  Hughes  wiU  be  the 

”  guest  sp>eaker.  Music,^^^| 
lunch,  and  dcx>r  prizes 
will  be  providecL  For^^^f 
more  informatiem,  call^^^l 
(662)  565-2502,  (662)  565- 
2302,  or  (662)  565-2963. 

Chunky  Church,  Chunky, 
will  hold  a  20th  year  celebra¬ 
tion  for  Wayne  Campbell,  pas- 


1119  Mississippi 
Churches  Can’t  Be  Wrong, 


Tim  Bass,  pastor. 

Dowdy,  Anderson,  and  Morgan  Jericho,  Gun 

Old  Oak  Grove,  M)rrt]e:  Revival  Mar.  8-12;  7 
Revival  Mar.  7-10;  Sunday,  11  nightly  with  special  i 
a.m.,  noon  meal;  7  p.m.  m^t-  Andy  Russell,  evani 
ly;  Wed.,  supper  at  5:30  p.m.;  Billy  Joe  De Vaughn,  i 
Ed  Newton,  Doug  Rakestraw,  Marvin  Robbins,  pastor. 


More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi 
put  their  faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for 
comprehensive  insurance  services  including 
.property,  general,  and  specific  liability,  vehicle, 
workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program, 
customized  for  your  ministry,  at  the  most 
competitive  premium  rates. 

~  For  references  and  more  HHBH  W^lHnirtra 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at  kn  VB 

601-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290.  BMMI 


For  The  "Right  Deal**  On  A  Church  Bus 
Call  Bill  Clark 
601-992-4149 
601-750-2364 


BAPTISTS 


RiteWay  Bus  Sales 


P.aBM4906 
Mas*.  MS  39296 


USOlJIbIMw 
JMkrai,  MS  39216 


March  4, 2004 


The  Baftist  Rbcord 


t 


I 


Family  Bible  Study 

l>emonstrating  %>iritual  Leadership 

Judges  ^10, 14-16g  5a-2,  M 


power  against  them. 
Thou^  Gc 


It  was  a  oonunon  theme  of  the 
old  Westons. '  A  powerful  villain 
would  fan^esdy  mle  a  frontier 
town,  bullying  die  town^)eciple 
into  commete  submission.  No 
one  dared  to  oppose  him  or  his 
cnarf  sidekidcs.  Then  a  brave 
ooi^boy  would  ride  into  town 
and  sm^  handedly  in^Mre 
evoyone  by  his  courageous 
dBcsas.  By  the  end  of  the  movie^ 
An  towi^)eo|^  would  crowd 
into  the  streets,  ready  to  lid  their 
town  of  its  e^  master  and  his 
associates.  The  brave  cowboy 
had  encouraged  a  vdiole  town  to 
stand  tm  and  face  toeir  enemy. 

•  Israo  needed  such  a  leader. 
S(^  into  die  hand  of  Jabin, 
king  of  Canaan,  they  were 
mistily  r^ress^  for  twenty 

} rears  by  Sisera,  captain  of 
abin's  army.  In  desperate 


need  of  deliverance, 
they  cried  out  to  God. 

God  spoke  the  plan 
for  dieir  deliverance 
to  Debmrafo  a  prophet¬ 
ess,  the  wife  m  Lapidoth,  who 
judged  Israel  at  diat  time. 

Deborah  sent  for  Barak,  the 
man  God  had  chosen  to  lead 
Israel  into  battle,  and 
instructed  him  to  go  toward 
Mount  Tabor  with  ten  diou- 
sand  men  of  the  children  of 
Napdiali  and  Zebulon.  She 
told  Barak  that  the  Lord 
would  draw  Sisera,  the  cap¬ 
tain  of  jabin's  arnw,  to  the 
river  Kishcm,  that  flowed  at 
the  foot  of  the  mount,  where 
God  promised  to  deliver 
Sisera  into  Barak's  hands. 
Surely  all  of  Israel  would 
enjoy  the  moment  when 
^sera  was  captured  and  no 
longer  able  to  wield  his 


Foster 


Thou^  God 

promised  the  victory, 
Barak  lacked  the 
courage  to  go  into  battle 
without  Deborah.  In 
Judges  4:8,  he  tells  her, 
*11  you  will  go  with  me, 
dim  1  will  go:  but  if  you 
will  not  go  with  me, 
dien  1  will  not  go." 

Deborah  agreed  to  go, 
but  warned  Barak  that  ne 
would  not  have  the  honor  of 
capturing  ^sera,  that  the  Lord 
would  sm  Sisera  inito  the  hands 
of  a  woman. 

Nevertheless,  Deborah  not 
only  stood  with  Barak  after  he 
had  made  his  choice,  but  she 
went  with  him.  She  trusted 
God  and  knew  that  victory 
would  come  only  as  they  fol¬ 
lowed  the  Lord  into  battle. 
Deborah  stood  with  Barak 
and  his  small  army  on  Mount 
Tabor  as  they  watched  the 
gathering  below  of  Sisera 's 
huge  army  with  its  nine  hun¬ 
dred  chariots  of  iron. 
Without  Deborah's  encourag¬ 
ing  presence,  Barak's  heart 


could  easily  have  melted  with 
fear.  In  Judges  4:14,  she 
encouraged  him  to  be  up,  "for 
this  is  me  day  in  which  the 
Lord  has  delivered  Sisera  into 
your  hand.  Has  not  the  Lord 
gone  out  before  you?" 

What  better  encouragement 
to  offer  someone  than  to  tell 
them  that  the  Lord  is  with 
them,  that  He  has  gone  out 
before  them,  that  He  is  leading 
the  way!  As  a  true  godly 
leader,  Deborah  did  not  call 
attenticm  to  herself,  but  rather 
pointed  Barak  to  the  true 
source  of  Israel's  deliverance  — 
God,  Himself.  Because  of 
Deborah's  encouragement  and 
brave  leaders}^,  Barak  went 
into  battle.  Tne  New  King 
James  says,  "And  the  Lora 
routed  ^sera  and  all  his  chari¬ 
ots  and  all  his  army  with  the 
edge  of  tile  sword  before  Barak; 
and  Sisera  alighted  from  his 
chariot  and  flea  away  on  foot" 
Qudges  4:15).  God  brought  the 
victory,  just  as  he  promisM,  but 
Barak  missed  foe  satisfaction 
<md  honor  of  capturing  Sisera. 
Jael,  wife  of  Heber  foe  Kenite, 


hammered  a  nail  throu^ 
Sisera's  temple  into  the  ground 
as  he  slept  in  her  tent.  Israd 
was  free  at  last. 

Deliverance  always  brings 
celebraticxi.  Chapter  5  ring$ 
with  praises  to  the  Mi^ty  God 
of  Israel  as  DrfKxah  aurid  Barak 
rehearse  the  thii^  the  Lord  has 
done  in  foe  previous  dvq>tei:  , 

The  final  verse  of  foe  focal 
passage  says,  "My  heart  is 
toward  the  govemocs  (leaders)  of 
Israel,  that  offered  themsdires 
willingly  amorre  the  people. 
Bless  &  Lord."  Deborah,  wife  of 


orfered  herself  as  a  ^nritual 
l^da*,  and  as  a  resulL  inspired 
foe  sniaU  army  of  Israel  to  ^  out 
against  foe  hod  of  the  enemy  and 
defeat  them. 

May  God  grant  us  a  willing 
spirit  to  courageously  offer 
ourselves  as  examples  of  ^iri- 
tual  leadership,  mat  we  may 
inspire  ofoers  to  stand  fost  in 
foe  faith  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus. 

Foster  is  a  member  of  Murphy 
Creek  Church,  Louisville. 


Explore  the  Bible  * 

Evangelism 

I  Timothy  l-2:l-7 


A  young  preadier  just  out  of 
seminary  was  detennined  foat 
foe  churdi  he  was  serving  in 
would  grow  leaps  and  bounds 
in  a  matter  of  a  few  days.  He 
decided  foat  he  would  find  a 
Billy  Graham  sermon  and 
memorize  it  word  for  word. 
The  Sunday  came  when  he  was 
to  deliver  "his"  sermon.  The 
peq^  were  amazed  at  how 
Dfimanfiy  he  preached,  and  he 
himsdf  knew  foat  he  was 
dooig  a  good  job  of  deliveiy. 
The  problon  came  at  the  end  « 
the  message  as  he  began  the 
invitation.  He  looked  out  in  the 


crowd  of  50  or  so  people  and  Ccrflege.  I  was  excited,  ner- 
said,  "Now  as  we  smg  the  old  vous,  and  overwhelmed  at 
hymn  Just  As  I  Am  I  invite  what  it  meant  to  commit  my 
thourands  and  thousands  of  life  to  God  in  a  Christian 
you  to  come  a  make  deepens  -vocation.  As  part  of  the  inter- 
m  Christ  this  morning.*  view  procesk  I  had  to  meet 


with  James  Travis.  I 
had  never  met  the  man 
before  foat  day  but  I'll 
tell  you  this.  I'll  never 
forget  him.  He  came 
into  his  office  and  told 

_ me  straight  out,  "Son, 

The  lesson  this  if  you  want  religion 

week  is  largely  about  you  can  go  somewhere 

foe  subject  of  evange-  else,  but  if  you  want 

lism,  but  look  careral-  Bible,  you  come  to 

ly  arid  notice  foat  Paul  mcMy  Blue  Mountain 

oiscusses  false  doctrine,  his  College."  At  that  moment, 
own  testimony,  and  the  wem-  Blue  Mountain  was  the  only 
derful  privilege  we  have  as  college  for  me. 

Christians  to  spend  time  with  Paul  is  saying  here  to 

the  Lord  in  prayer.  Timothy  and  to  us,  "Watch 

out!"  Vou  know  as  well  as  I 
L  Watch  Out!  (13-7)  do,  that  false  teachings  are  on 

foing  we  can  admire  the  rise  in  our  world.  False 
about  Paul  u  that  he  never  teachers  can  be  easily  found 
leaves  you  guessing  (hi  what  with  the  turn  of  the  radio 
he  was  led  to  write  or  say.  I  dial,  foe  click  of  foe  remote, 
remember  when  I  was  a  or  a  surfing  online.  The 
senior  in  high  school  and  tragedy  is  foat  many  times 
went  to  visit  Blue  Mountain  the  false  teachings  are  done  in 
Ccrflege.  I  was  excited,  ner-  the  name  of  religion.  My 
vous,  and  overwhelmed  at  friends,  we  don't  need  any- 
what  it  meant  to  commit  my  more  religion  in  this  count^, 
life  to  God  in  a  Christian  we  need  Jesus.  I  have  heard 
-vocation.  As  part  of  the  inter-  people  say  foat  Jesus  came  to 
view  procesk  I  had  to  meet  start  Christianity.  This  is  not 


seiuor  1 
went  to 


entirely  true.  Jesus  came  to 
save  sirmers,  cind  1  rejoice  that 
He  has  saved  me.  I  urge  you, 
my  brothers  and  sisters,  to 
watch  out.  There  are  a  lot  of 
so-called  preachers  out  there 
today  who  are  being  used 
more  by  foe  devil  than  they 
are  foe  Lord.  Measure  every 
preacher  and  every  sermon 
with  foe  Bible.  It  should  be 
our  prayer  foat  we  dont  crave 
religion,  but  rather  we  thirst 
for  His  jierfect  Word. 

11.  What  a  Savior!  (1:12-15) 
This  is  where  I  want  you  to  see 
foat  irfiile  Paul  is  largely  known 
as  missionary  and  church 
plantn;  he  also  has  foe  heart  of 
an  evangdist  In  these  four  vers¬ 
es  we  discover  foe  wonderful  tes¬ 
timony  di  PRuL  These  verses  are 
all  about  Jesus,  the  grace  he 
demonstrated,  and  foe  mar¬ 
velous  txnver  he  has  to  save  any¬ 
one.  H^  the  heart  of  Paul  m 
these  verses.  He  is  not  prideful 
and  he  is  not  boasting  in  any¬ 
thing  that  he  was  able  to  do.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  verse  13  shows 
how  truly  depraved  he  was.  Paul 


r  * 


knew  tiiat  he  served  an  awesome 
Savior  and  he  wasnt  about  to  let 
Tunofoy  forget  it  The  message  of 
Paul  in  th&  section  could  be 
summed  up  in  these  four  words: 
Jesus,  what  a  Savior! 

Dear  Sunday  B^ool 
teacher,  are  you  teaching  this 
same  message? 

III.  Worship  Through  Prayer 
(2:1-7) 

Not  only  did  Paul  just^  talk 
about  evangelism  in  terms  of 
his  testimony,  he  expresses 
how  incredibly  vital  prayer  is 
in  the  life  of  a  believer.  It  has 
been  said  many  times  foat  aU 
great  revivals  have  their  begin¬ 
nings  wifo  Gods  people  {Hay¬ 
ing.  There  is  a  lot  oi  trufo  m 
that  statement  Prayer  lists  in 
every  church  shoum  contain 
petitions  and  requests  for  peo¬ 
ple  to  be  saved  and  revival  to 
come.  Evangelism  is  by  no 
me^ms  a  new  concept,  but  it  is 
the  most  exciting  adventure  a 
church  can  take  part  in. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Spring  HiB 
Churdi,  Waterford. 
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President  to  push  for  marriage  amendment 


W.  Changers 
coming  to 
Mississippi 

The  summer  of  2004  wilt  see 
World  Giangers,  sponsored  by 
the  North  American  Mission 
Board,  leading  in  five  projects  in 
Mississippi.  Inject  sites  are 
Jadoon,  Hattiesburg  Vicksburg, 
Meridian,  and  Natmez. 

Junior  hish  through  college 
students  will  renovate  selected 
substandard  housing  while 
providing  a  personal  witrress. 

Each  site  in  Mississippi  is  led 
by  a  construction  coorainator 
facilitated  by  the  Men's 
Ministry  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board.  Construction  crew 
chiefs  are  being  recruited  at  the 
present  time  to  work  with  crews 
approximately  12  students. 
For  more  information  or  to 
apply  to  be  a  crew  chief,  con¬ 
tact  the  Men's  Mininstry 
Department  at  (601 )  292-3334 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651,  ext.  334.  E- 
mail:  cwright®mbcb.org. 


many  serious  matters  of  national  ctXKem. 

And  \he  preservation  of  marriage  rises  to 
tiiis  level  of  national  importance." 

W^te  House  spokesman  Scott 
McClellan  said  that  die  so-called  Federal 
Marriage  Amendment,  which  has  been 
introduced  in  Ccmmess,  "meets  some  of 
ttie  principles"  that  Bush  simports. 

_3Ve  wul  be  workiiw  wim  Jcongression- 
al  leaders]  on  specif  language  for  an 
amendment,"  McClellan  said. 

The  Federal  Marriage  Amendment  Kas 
113  supporters  in  the  ftouse  and  nine  in  the 
Senate,  and  has  received  the  support  of  sev-  An  amendment  must  be  approved  by 

eral  pro-family  organizations,  includmg  two-thirds  of  both  the  House  and  Senate 
Focus  on  die  Family,  the  Southern  Baptist  and  three-fourths  of  the  states.  Polls 
Ediics  &  Religious  liberty  CtMiunission,  show  that  Americans  oppose  same-sex 
and  ttie  Family  Research  Council.  marriage  by  a  2-to-l  margm. 

'Today  I  call  upon  the  Congress  to  The  president  pointed  to  die  landmark 
prompdy  pass  and  to  send  to  die  states  for  Massacnusetts  court  decision,  as  well  as 
ratiHcation  an  amendment  to  our  actions  by  San  Francisco  dty  oftidals,  as 
Constitution  defining  and  protecting  mar-  reasons  he  is  supporting  an  amendment, 
riage  as  die  union  oia  man  and  woman  as  "Unless  action  is  taken,  we  can  exp^t 
husband  and  wife,"  Bush  said.  "The  more  arbitrary  court  decisions,  more  liti- 
amendment  should  fully  protect  marriage  gation,  more  defiance  of  tiie  law  by  local 
while  leaving  ^  state  legislatures  free  to  officials  —  all  of  which  adds  to  uncertain- 
make  dieir  own  choices  m  defining  legal  ty,"  he  said.  "After  more  than  two  cen- 
arrangements  odier  than  marriage.' .  turies  of  Americ^m  jurisprudence  and  mil- 


Presldent  George  W.  Bush  announces  his  support  on  Februaryi 


PRO-MARRIAGE  —  I _ 

24  for  a  marriage  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution,  saying  the  "preservation  of  mar¬ 
riage  rises  to  this  level  of  national  importance."  (Photo  courtesy  of  The  White  House) 
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CASnBVOODS  lAmST  CHUICH  in 
Brandon,  MS  is  seeking  a  mature  Christian 
individual  or  couple  to  make  a  long-term 
corrankment  to  serve  as  youth  leaderts)  on 
a  bi-vocational  basis.  Please  mail  your 
resume  to:  175  Stonecastle  Drive, 
Brandon,  MS  39047  or  email 
paula^casdewoodsbaptistcom. 
MINISm  OF  -  RAYMOND 

tOAO  BAPTIST  CHUKCH  in  Jackson, 
MS,  is  prayerfully  seeking  an  individual 
for  the  full-time  position  of  Minister  of 
Music.  Resumes  and  applications 
should  be  mailed  to:  personrid  commit¬ 
tee,  Rayrrmnd  Road  Baptist  Church, 
4622  Raymond  Road,  Jackson,  MS 


OflLOREN.  P.O.  Box  579,  Phil  Campbell,  AL  35581.  CnXTENNESSO,  a  dynamic  and  growing 


MINlSTBt 

SCABCMNC  far  a  seminary  trained  vxJ  Deadline 
experienced  penon  to  ^lide  our  ministries 
with  chiklten.  Cdn^egation  of  1 ,600  mem¬ 
bers,  affiliated  with  both  CBF  and  SBC  5end 
resumes  to  miniUcr  with  children  search 
oofrvnillBe,  Shades  Crest  Baptist  Church, 

452  Are.,  Birmingjiam,  AL  35226.  Or 
attach  bio  to  an  email  to  our  pastor's  altn:  Dr. 

Dennis  Foust  dfauslgidiaciesaestorK. 
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&  R  Steam  Cleaning.  Phone  (601)  892-  DO  YOU  ENJOYTHI  aDOGLYf  Join  osTn 
1 622  or  cell  phone  (601 )  506-601 7.  making  a  real  difference  In  the  Ikes  ofilB* 
saiBES'S  SliMNti,  JACKSdN,  MISS,  elderiy.  Non-medical  companionship  and 
Christian  owned  horne  improvements,  virryl  help  in  their  homes.  Flexible  day,  eKWing 
siding,  wWxfaws,  nctai  rook,  patio  covers,  and  weekerxJ  sliifts.  Home  Insl^  itpior 
screerVglato  rooms.  (601)  992-2092  or  (800)  cate,  call  (601 )  926-4325.  -  - 

453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebten,  owners.  AA«nCATFianBr  dkOWINS 
FIRST  BAPTISt,  MAYFIELD,  KENTUCKY  Christian  long  disUnce  company. 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega  jj  seeking  full-time  worship  minister.  3.9Aninute,  no  monthly  feet.  No  cddgji.eiC 

Ir^raye,  ^*^^y^rirr^n^jnt.corn.  Average  attervdance  500+.  Blended  wor-  restrictiorrs,  6  secorxl  billing.  250;()00' 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION  ship  style  with  praise  teano-led  worship  happy  customers.  Toll-ffae  (866)  587-85^ 
condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  planning.  Send  resume  to  Bob  Swift,  pas-  orvvvvw.covenantphorieiervlce.comT 
All  sizes.  Spring  special.  Two  night  tor.  First  Baptist  Church,  118  W.  South 
weekend,  $140.00.  Four  week  nightt.  Street,  MayteW,  KY  42066. 

$210.00.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  CHAIRS  ^  SALE:  SUTE  BLUE  cush- 

klds)  gocxJ  thru  5/27,  (205)  556-0368.  ioned  seats,  dark  walnut  wtrod.  $10 

per  chair.  If  interested  contact  Raleigh 
Baptist  Church  at  (901 )  386-9763. 


ERWB  SD  ERW  SDD, 


AQZW  ECXT:  NWPWD 


Clue:  B^M 

Have  tun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  fames 
Version  Bible  verse  has  been 
encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  Is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  week's  puzzle: 
Proverbs  30:5 


OOVMCION^iaSON  DAVKBAPnST 
ASIOCIAnONisnowaooepIlngiCMnesfar 
tfcpodfanofAMOciafanalktkiioniDlwcfar. 
Send  resumes  to  Ccvfagorvjrfcnon  Davis 
Aaocialfaa  pemmeJ  cxjnmilN 
toe,  310  Hwy  35,  Collira,  MS  39428. 
Deidfae  far  lecgMng  resumes  is  4^AH. 


church  winciows,  reworking  and 


MINISTER.  Please  sertd  resumes  to: 
search  committee.  First  Baptist  Church, 


March  4, 2004 


